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A Guide to Writing the old German “Kurrent” Script
by Margarete Micke Revised Edition January 2014

For those of you who would like to be able to read the old German scripts that were
banned by decree in Germany in 1941, it is recommendable to first master how to
write these particular scripts. I have selected the “Kurrent” script, which was in
common usage in 1900.

Once you have learned this particular script and its characteristic features, you will
discover that it becomes far easier to decipher the preceding and subsequent German
scripts. Moreover, it will make it easier to read old block letters.

This course is primarily aimed at people carrying out research into their family history
or those intending to delve deeper into local history and who would like to read
private, business or legal historical documents. A great many of those who have
participated in my courses, which, incidentally, are held at the local adult education
centre (Volkshochschule) here in the German city of Krefeld, have told me that they
have become much more adept at editing texts expeditiously.

Perhaps this would also be interesting for young people who, prior to their studies at
university, would like to interpret the meaning of old German handwriting.

It should be noted that mastery of the German language in both spoken and written
forms is a prerequisite. Moreover, please bear in mind that this is not a tutorial for
learning the German language.

If you would like to try your hand at mastering this particular script, a fountain pen or
a traditional penholder and nib, which must be dipped in ink, are considered suitable.
Ball point pens are not deemed appropriate. Moreover, you should not use bird or
goose feathers.
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Let us begin with the typeface of the “Kurrent” script as it was written back in the
1900's. You will notice that both finely written texts, such as those in friendship
books, official documents, business documents, invoices, love letters - as well as
military postal service letters from the world wars - have one thing in common: the
letters are narrowly set together, pointed, and slightly tilted to the right.

As is evident in the Latin style of writing, the letters of the “Kurrent” script also have
varying size ratios.

wnibd gy ] Cone Jynl Jini fofs

Therefore, we can see that there are single-stage, two-stage and three-stage letters.
Single-stage letters are written between the baseline and mean line: a. Two-stage
letters can be written between the ascender line and the baseline: b, A, or between
mean line and descender line: g. Three-stage letters are written between the ascender
line and the descender line: J, P, Z, T ....

When writing the “Kurrent” script, it is important to adhere to the size ratio between
the ascender, x-height and descender.

Let us take a closer look at the lined paper for “Kurrent” script, which was used in the
1900's.

1 Ascender line 1
2 Mean line 2
3 Baseline 3
4 Descender line 4

You can find two pages with these lines at the end of this guide.

The baseline is the most important. The distance from top to bottom is 2:1:2.
Therefore, ascenders and descenders are twice as large as the x-heights. The lined
paper ultimately acts as a kind of “corset”. It creates a framework for the letters. Those
learning the “Kurrent” script for the first time will automatically be able to create a
tidy style of writing.

On the previous pages, you will find two lined guide sheets that can be used for
copying. One guide sheet has 12 lines while the other one features 14 lines. You can
choose any distance (spacing); however, you must adhere to the 2:1:2 ratio. |
recommend going to any reputable copy shop to copy the pages - single or double
sided - or even as complete writing pads. My advice to beginners is to begin practicing
using the broader lined guide paper, and then move onto the narrow lined paper when
they have become more adept at this style of writing. Please note that a pen will glide
much better over paper that has a smooth surface.
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You should take into consideration the rightward angled strokes of the letters, which is
an angle of 60 to 70 degrees. When writing, it may help to think of the hands of a
clock positioned at 07:05. Small, medium and large letters are therefore not
perpendicular - (which is the case with Sutterlin).

wlg 0727 3

Now, you can print out the templates for the letters. These letters originate from a font
that is used on a computer. They were created to give the reader the impression of
actual handwriting. It is for this reason the connecting lines between two letters are
simply bisected. Here are some examples:

#@%=M//w=/}w

The following is applicable for all lowercase letters at the beginning of a word: always
start to write the letter on the baseline, and, when possible, finish the letter at the
mean line when you reach the end of the word. It may appear that some uppercase
letters have unusual entrance strokes; these are merely shown to indicate the
connection. If an uppercase letter stands alone, such half entrance strokes do not
appear:

BILSCOG G T TV W

Please note that when | introduce individual letters, | will also show you examples of
other script typefaces. This is necessary because | use the “DS Kurrent” font from the
company Delbanco-Frakturschriften, and, unfortunately, this does not provide all of
the available characters on the keyboard. This primarily concerns the following letters:
d (No. 17), D (No. 53), e (No. 14), F (No. 52), p (No. 24) and P (No. 49). These
letters all have certain deviations in their size and inclination, and therefore you will
need to make certain adjustments. It is a good idea to write a |l | facets of these
letters so that you can recognise them in ancient manuscripts.

The older scripts, such as “Kurrent” which roughly dates back to 1814, had a line ratio
of 2:2:1:2:2. For example, the sentence below reads: Fische schwimmen im Wasser

(Fish swim in water). However, you can forget this for the time being. You will find
an example of this script in the chapter entitled “Reading exercises”.

%WW%W%%W%

Fische schwimmen im Wasser
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Divvanit  cacizd” 1900

% oﬁf f 490.9‘ g }g d‘v/;llareapplicable)%
A B CD+D E F+F+F

g JJ L L WA T PY

NY% O [®

HI J K L MNO P+P
x 7 I X a v v LY
R S TST U V W XY

Danger of confusion with Nil ~ Stil  Ubel

wszﬁw/y/ifwf/
a b cdtdetef g hi | k |
mmn o ptp q r s s t

u Vv
Wﬁ?%%%%/%/féf

W X Yy z-chck sch ss st

The above show examples of the different ways of writing the letters: D, d, e, F, P, p,
in other fonts

Please print out this page.
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So, let us start doing some writing. However, we will dispense with an ABC approach,
and, instead, focus upon a method that will be based upon the common characteristics
of each letter. Please note that you can find an index of the letters and the chapter
number they have been allocated at the end of the course on page 33 (a - 12, A - 30).

Let us start with the lowercase letters. Each letter will be introduced and explained
individually. This will be followed by a specific exercise. Make sure you pay attention
to the angle of incline! Remember the hands of a clock positioned at 07:05! In this
way, you will be able to create the typical typeface.

First, the letter must be written, and this will be done across a whole line. Following
this, we will look at the exercises for the special characters.

Write with a fountain pen, or, when possible, using a traditional penholder and nib,
which must be dipped in ink. Please do not erase or improve the letter. Why, you may
ask? Well, later you will be able to see the difficulties you were faced with when you
wrote the particular letter. Only write on appropriately lined paper, which should be
smooth.

Henceforth, this shall now be applicable for all letters. Please note that the instructions
will not be repeated. All lowercase letters must begin on the baseline!

1)1-£ VA

The upstroke ascends from the baseline and the loop must reach up to the ascender
line. The loop should be written distinctly and should not be too small. It should be
wide enough so that you could “fill it with colour”. This applies to all ascending and
descending loops.

The downward stroke crosses just above the mean line and forms the lower loop
(swash) on the baseline. Always make sure you pay attention to the angle of incline of
the letter!

Exercise: row 1 with single letters Z Row 2 has two letters joined ZZ

CELELLELLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLYL
Ll L L8 8L LE L EE L8 L8 L8 88 L8 8 &8

2)b-4£ Vo4

As is shown in I. - Please make sure that the lower loop reaches the mean line and
includes a small enclosed loop. You can see that the letter “b” has a small “lobe”
which is used as a connection to the subsequent letter.

Exercise: row 1 with single letters g Row 2 has two letters joined: %

EEELLLELLELLLLELLELLLLLLL L
bl L L ££ L€ L6 £8 €8 £8 €8 64 &4 &4 64 &
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3)t- o oA

Starting on the baseline, take a gently curved hairline stroke upward to the ascender
line; the descending stroke should be written gently and taken diagonally to the
baseline. Place a small enclosed loop where the next letter is to be joined.

Exercise: row 1 with single letters: % Row 2 has two letters joined: M

AAAA LA A A LA A AL LA AL AL A AL L AL
L A A A A LA LA AL AL AL AL AL AL AL

4)k-& YA

The lowercase “k” is like the “t” and is a two-stage letter.
Use the mnemonic: 1 and 2 = k. 7 + ,2=/ Starting on the baseline, write f

without an enclosed loop. Following this, add a generous number 2, which also
encompasses an enclosed loop on the downstroke above the baseline:

Exercise: row 1 with single letters: % Row 2: connected letters: % % / = M
OO L L LLELL L

5.) f -

Starting on the baseline, take the upstroke to the upper left curve and then take the
downstroke from the ascender line down to the descender line. Please try to keep a
steady hand and do not shake; keep the stroke firm and even all the way down to the
descender line. Do not forget about the angle of incline and the loop — it shouldn’t be
too wide, but not too close together either. As with the “t”, we finish off with a small
enclosed loop; the next letter will be attached to this.

Exercise: row 1 with single Ietters:// Row 2: connected Ietters:// g 4 =

Wil s dasiidsdidds
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6.)h-/

Starting on the baseline, draw an upper ascending loop and then take the stroke down
to the descender line without shaking. The letter finishes with a descending stem loop,
which crosses over the baseline. As with the letter “f”, it must be a straight and solidly
written downstroke.

Exercise: row 1 with single Ietters% Row 2: connected Ietters%%/%%
i dass
A e A AV e A e A e

7.)s-

Attention! The letter /is also known as a “long s’ and is placed at the beginning of a

German word or a syllable: some examples of German words are: sein (to be), auf-
stehen (get up), schon (beautiful), stumm (mute), le-sen (read), ab-setzen (put down),
singen (sing), spielen (play)...

It must never be at the end of a syllable or word: Haus (house), Maus (mouse), aus-
laufen (leak), Reis-gericht (rice dish)

Later in this course, you will learn a letter that can be used in place of this, the so-
called round 1{) (“s), which is described in no. 18.

When the uppercase letters are introduced, you will be given a wealth of examples for
practice.

Moreover, you will find various exercises for practicing the “S” rule on pages 30 and
31.

As is the case with the letter “t”, the “s” begins on the baseline. After you take the
entrance stroke in a gentle curve, the downstroke follows swiftly. Take a full pressure

stroke straight down from the ascender to the descender line! The connection to the
next letter is made from the baseline.

Exercise: row 1 / Please observe the inclined, full pressure downstrokes!

Row 2: grouped letters

777777777777777777777777
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8) C-z Z~ however: %

Taken from the baseline to the mean line, the stroke is up-down-up with a small tick-
like symbol at the tip. This is “c”. Please observe the angle of incline!

If “c” comes before “h” (ch) or k (ck), the tick-like symbol in omitted, so this is also
the case with “sch”.

Exercise: row 1 z with a tick. Row 2: connected letters:

A A A A A A A A A A A A A R A A A A

Z, %%%f/ %%ﬁ/%%f/%%f

9.)”-%

Two little legs, which are taken “up-down-up-down-up” between the baseline and the
mean line, form the letter “zz”.

Please observe the angle of incline! If two of these letters are written together, please
make sure there is more space between the letters. Unfortunately, this cannot be seen
using this particular typescript.

Exercise: row 1 zz Row 2: zzz2z2 22 2222 22 2222 22 22
2L 22 22 22 2L 2L 2L 2L 2L PL 2L 2L L PL 2L 2L 2L 2L 2L IE

77 72727 77 77 7277 772 ZZ77 71 PIZ77 77 ZL77 71 PILIT 772 177 77

10.) M - 222

Three little legs form the letter “m”. If you write two of these letters together, you
should make sure there is more space between them. Angle of incline!
Exercise: row 1. zzz Row 2: zzz 222222 222 222222

Please observe the distance!

727 777 727 777 721 ZIZ 721 717 721 TIL 727 P11 721 711 711 TI7

217 721777 777 7Z721L777 7727 7227727 727 7722777 777 777 721777 711777
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So far, the following letters have been introduced:

b, ¢ ch f h, Kk, ck, |1, m, n, S, sch, st. t
Z/ﬁ/ ///i /% /Z/ m/%/// %%%

Unfortunately, we are unable to use them to form words in the German language.

However, if you have been practicing beautifully inclined letters on the lined guide
paper, and have managed to get the size ratio of your ascenders and descenders in the
correct proportion to the single-stage “c”, “n” and “m” letters, then you are already on
your way to achieving a good style for the “Kurrent” script.

Please read the following German lyrics, which you will see are separated according to
their phonetic syllable. If you know the melody, you can either hum or sing it. Tap in
time to the rhythm!

Al - le Vo6- gel sind schon da, (All the birds are already here,)

al - le VO- gel, al - le. (All the birds, all of them!)

Welch ein Sin - gen, Mu - si - zier’n (Oh what singing, music-playing,)

Pfei - fen, Zwit - schern, Ti - ri - lier’n, (Whistling, chirping, trilling)

Frih —ling will nun ein - mar - schier’n, (Spring wants to come now with all his
might,)

kommt mit Sang und Schal - le. (It comes with songs and sounds.)

Check for yourself: in every German phonetic syllable

you will find a vowel:  a, e, i, 0, u
or an umlaut: a, 0, u
or a diphthong: ai, au, au, ei, eu, ie or y

This is the case with all German words. Some phonetic syllables are very short and
some consist of many letters. For example:

Rolf, Hein-rich, Angst-ha-se (coward), Ur-su-la, Au-RBen-mi-ni-ster (foreign
minister), Syl-vi-a, Ba-der (baths), H&us-chen (cottage), Kai-ser (emperor), Leu-te
(people), Schwie-rig-keit (difficulty), Bi-o-lo-gie (biology), Bir-ste (brush)

It is for this reason that the connections between the vowels have to be practiced well.
You must be in a position to be able to connect them with other letters quickly and
confidently. For example: la, le, li, lo, lu, lau, leu, lei.

Attention: a, e, i, 0, u, and the variations are single-stage letters that are written
between the baseline and mean line; however, the letter “y” is the exception.

Henceforth, we will plan in three rows for each letter.

We will use row 1 for practicing the letters, while rows 2 and 3 will be for copying
and writing out words. However, this might only be possible at a later stage following
the introduction of additional letters.
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11)0 6-¢ © ol

This letter is placed between the baseline and mean line. The upstroke is taken from
the baseline to the mean line in a straight line and without haste. Subsequently, we
take the stroke around to form an oval, which must remain open at the apex of the
letter. A small enclosed loop that reaches up to the mean line finishes the letter.

Exercise: row 1 ¢ <« 2. Copy all of the words

e TC ¢ ¢ O T T T O ¢

b, forf, Jo, Aot S, L, o, 4ell, Jol,

e II
12)a a-« «w 2
The lowercase letter “a” starts just like the letter “0”. The downstroke begins at the

enclosed loop, very tightly written and straight, and is taken down to the baseline.
From there, you take a gently curved upstroke to the mean line.

Exercise: row 1 <« <t 2. Copy all of the words

13) i j - ¢/ m//w

The letter “i” is written in a similar way to the letter “c”, but omits the tick-like

symbol; instead it has a dot. Therefore, the stroke is up-down-up with a small dot on
top. “j” is written with a lower loop, crossing the baseline.

Exercise: row 1 =z // 2. Copy all of the words

m/m//w/%%ﬂ//a/@/w%/wﬂ/w
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14.-1) e—= nLILN

14.-2) e -4 MU

The upstroke for the lowercase letter “e” is taken from the baseline up to the mean
line. The downstroke is written with a slight incline - similar to the letters “s” and “t”,
- and is taken to the baseline. Prepare for the next stroke. At a point halfway up, take a
second stroke up to the mean line, which is then taken down to the baseline once
again; make sure that it is written very close to the first stroke and parallel to it.
Thereafter, take an upstroke to the mean line.

A second type of this letter is also possible: unfortunately, it is derived from a different
font; this is the reason we have to adapt the script. All you have to do is simply omit
the small upstroke between the down strokes.

Therefore, we have, as already seen, the up-down stroke. However, now we write a
second downstroke close to the first — omitting the small cross bar — following this,
take the stroke to the mean line. This particular type of script is written closer together
making it easier to be recognised in the context of a word.

Exercise:rowl =, A4 2. Copy all of the words

2z M M4 M4 = z 2z M M4 M4 M4 M4z

WWW”‘%ZW W PHY

«

15)u U-2z 2z 22222

The letter “u” is written in the same way as “n”. Attention: you must place a
downward facing curve above the letter. This is very important; otherwise the letter
can be mistaken for the lowercase letter n. In the case of longer words, this is essential
for identifying the syllables!! This is a big difference which you will have to focus
upon.

How can one read the W (run) without downward facing curve? One can

see in the old manuscripts that the downward facing curve sometimes resembles a
small circle. In the case of the letter “i”, the two umlaut points are very important.

V4

Exercise: row 1 1/17/ 7z 2. Copy all of the words

V24 « 77 « V4 « V2 « 77 « V24 « V24 « V24

7z 77 7 77 7t 77 7z 77 7T 77 7z 77 7 77 7T 77 77
W/W/W/WM/WM/WHM
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16.)
a O, U, al, au, au, el, eu, le

Va4 Va4 Va4

%@%WW{W MWW

Copy the following words: /%V%M %%/L W rinise,
Coisfors, Lactiffass, feiaifalos, foilan, fusisfslon
%WZW/ %/M%/ bintnse, w%ém/ %?W

17.-1) d - /° Sa  dwr
17.-2) d- & Joy Mmm

Look closely at the examples given. The letter is written in one stroke:

The upstroke begins on the baseline and is taken up to the mean line - the down stroke
is curved - starting with a sharp angle, it lightly curves up to the ascender line - and,
with a leftward curve — which almost creates a circular loop — finishes with a small
upstroke. A new letter is either commenced upon the baseline - or you can extend the
loop of the letter “d” down until it connects even to the smallest letter. (Make sure you
adjust the size and angle of incline!)

Exercise: row 1 1/(Z y ‘9' 2. Copy all of the words

A N W N S WA S
o, arise, st o, Sirrisee, 55, dive, wilinf]

oo, ikini, woiiboss, JouriSt, fofiuiSors, fismibins
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18.) Closing - s - 4 e

The letter begins on the baseline and forms a circular shape, which moves in a
clockwise direction, and is placed between the baseline and mean line. When the circle
is complete, take the stroke up to the ascender line and finish the stroke with a right
open loop.

This letter is placed at the end of a word or syllable. Please note that an explanation of

how to write the letter < 4”" can be found on pages 31 and 32.

Exercise: row 1 / 2. Copy all of the words

8688888886886 88868686644

S8, wil8, wi, asibunfiman, Loblusifirs, o,
S8 foll, wiseh, Juofl, luitsb, alvsi, serfls

19.) ¢ "

One can write the letter “g” in a very simple way. First, you write a letter “a” and then
you take a downstroke to the descender line and then take it back up to the baseline in
a loop.

Exercise: row 1 ;% 2. Copy all of the words

FTTTTTITTITTTITTTTT T TTT77T

WWWW Cp gy g

st is never seperated! Please refer to the explanations about old hyphenation on page
32.

20.-1)q 4 20.- 2) qu -74/;

This letter is very simple. One writes the letter g without a loop, but with a firm
downstroke which goes to the descender line. If no other letter follows, the letter “q”
finishes on the descender line. The subsequent letter commences on the baseline.

[

Exercise: row 1 9, g 2. Copy all of the words
AR Nl e
W¢¢%@W%%%ymﬁyaqmgam,
Wh%ﬂ/ W/ Wﬁ/ééf/ﬂ/ WMW%
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21.)2-2 3

One begins this letter on the baseline and takes the upstroke to the mean line, and then
takes a right loop back down to the baseline. The lower loop begins with a small
closed loop, which - as was seen with the letter g - crosses the baseline on the upward
stroke.

Exercise: row 1 2, 2. Copy all of the words

FIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIT
Fs e grfen gellusn, giim, gigiy,
P P G G o

22.) 3 - /}’ ;

In the case of the letter B, which is also known as the sharp “s z”, you can use the
following mnemonic:

When you write the number 3 quickly and you have to add a subsequent letter, a small
loop is automatically formed. If this ends above the mean line, one may continue to
write from the baseline. When the loop is executed lower than this, then you can

directly link the next letter.
Please use only the old German orthographic conventions for the “Kurrent” script!!

Exercise: row 1 ﬁ 2. Copy all of the words

PPPPPPPPPPLPPP AL

A, o o) i), 28 ) wllad’ i,
For JFs oo LfE i, erifflans ifL 28 furf]
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23.) X -

This very elegant lowercase letter is the only letter to have an open right-curving
lower loop. However, it is not very easy to write.

1. Take the upstroke from the baseline up to the mean line.

2. Write a wide open curve that is taken back to the mean line.

3. From here, take a thin left curving loop at an oblique angle back down to
the descender line.

4. Now, immediately swing the curving line to the right and upwards to finish
off with a curl. The letter is now complete.

The next letter begins on the baseline.

Exercise: éﬂ practice, practice, practice... 2. Copy all of the words

EEEEEEEEEE 88888888
é/ﬁmﬁz/// /%W/ W/ W/ /%z;/ %W/
W/X‘%@/WW/W

244)p;}% 24.-2) p-p

Start by taking a sloping upstroke from the baseline to the mean line. Form a wide and
open curve, as with the letter “x”, and take this stroke back to the mean line. From
here, take a slender left curve down at a steep angle to the descender line and follow
this with a left curved loop - like we have already done with the letter “g” — and take
the stroke back to the baseline. p must be open at the top!

Although “p” is quite a complicated letter to write, there even exists another complex
form thereof. Take the upstroke from the baseline to the mean line - following this,
immediately draw a circle to the right, which you take to the mean line, placing it

[IP=l)

slightly above the mean line.- Now, draw a “g” loop, which passes down on the left
side of the circle and continues down to the descender line. It ends on the right side of
the mean line next to the circle. You can use both forms.

Exercise: row 1;@ f practice both forms well! 2. Copy all of the words

y Py F 3y P yF yF yF y7F
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25.)r- &~

We can practice writing the letter “r”” in a number of stages.
1. Upstroke and downstroke between the baseline and the mean line.
2. A small enclosed loop on the baseline.
3. From this position, take the upstroke close and parallel to the downstroke and
up to the mean line, then finish with a small tick.

Attention! These letters should always be very narrowly written!
Exercise: practice writing 1 row of #* in 3 stages. 2. Copy all of the words

AN AN AN AN AN A AR AN AN AR AN AR AN AN AN AN A

M/W/WMW/%%/M/
W/ W/ MM/ W/ %V%%M/M%

26) V- 22 (v v vor)

We can use the letter “r” as the basis for the letter “v”.

1. One begins the entrance stroke and downstroke between the baseline and the mean

line.

2. Then draw an enclosed loop on the baseline.

3. From this position, write an inverted “o” and take this back to the baseline. Do not
close it completely.

If there is no subsequent letter, then we can end the letter “v” on the baseline.
Otherwise, the connection to a subsequent letter should be made on the baseline.

Exercise: row 1 22 2. Copy all of the words

(N 7N 7 VA VAN VA VA VA 7N VA VAN VA VA VAN VA 7

vor, vz, ﬂa/f%m/ WM/ W%k}%w/m/mé%

e Méz/ M/%/ vinr, M/éé?/ W/ vornr,
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2yw-z0 (2 v 220

T
T

We can use the letter and “v” as the basis for the letter “w”.

1. As already shown, one begins this letter like the letter “n” — “up-down-up-down”.
2. This is followed by an enclosed loop on the baseline.
3. From this position, the stroke then continues with the inverted “o0”.

If a subsequent letter does not follow this letter then, we can end the letter “w” on the
baseline, otherwise, the connection to a subsequent letter should be made on the
baseline.

Exercise: row 1 zz> 2. Copy all of the words

T TR TR T T TR T T TR T T IR

Wf s 7/ 44444 MO/(MW 2O 2222
/W/W/ML/WOL/ y; / y;

WZ/ M/ W/ W%\/ W/M‘m/m/bﬁ%ﬂ

28)y-%) (n %’Z}j

We can use the letter “#Z2 > as the basis for this letter.

One simply takes the v curve down to the descender line and form a loop - as is the

(I

case with the letter “g”.

Exercise: row 1 ? 2. Copy all of the words

PIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIDD
Frrgedfitsf, foftumatits, fyudelitsf, polloss,
Fyrmataild, fogimnile, fogreagtiailis, ged
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Writing uppercase letters in the old German “Kurrent” script

From this point onwards, one has to pay particular attention to the way in which the
letter “S” is written.

In the case of the German round “S” [f) please refer to pages 30 and 31.

The uppercase letters are two or three stage. They are placed between the base and the
ascender line or are between the descender and ascender line. They shall now be
presented in groups.

Due to the fact that the uppercase letters are only found at the beginning of words, they
are not written as often as the lowercase ones. The best way to practice writing them is
by forming very short words.

For example: ball, bear, bed, bite, boat, book, bus, tree, legs, bee, bend,
or: number, counter, cell, barge, customs, customs officers, train, trains, fence, pointer,
stuff, goat ...

You may also place a consonant after another consonant before a vowel follows (I, r,
m, n, t, p, sch, w). You will see that the syllables often become quite long. “Schwerst-
ar-beit” (hard labor), “Schnaps-fla-sche” (a bottle of spirits), “Strauch-bee-re”
(treeberries). This is important to bear in mind when you want to decipher ancient
hand-writing.

For example: Friday, grave, track, gneiss, old, KI, Kna-be, Kreis .. Ph .. Pl ..Pn .. Pr ..
Rhein, St .. Str.. Sch .. sleeps, Schr.. Sl .. Sm .. Str..Sp.. Spr .. Tr Tsche-chien
(Czech Republic), Schiffs-wrack, Zwei-fel (doubt).

Make sure that you reserve three lines for each letter; the first is for practicing the
letters; the second and third lines are for copying out and complete them with your
own words.

00, AA G, Qu U= %%,%%,%
29)0 O -0 Clya

The uppercase letter “O” is written in the same way as the Latin “O”. However, you
must pay attention to the angle of incline. The upper part of the letter “O” should never
be fully closed.

Always remember: never correct a letter. You should always rewrite it.

Exercise: row 1 ﬂv 74 2. Copy all of the words

7/ A/ A

W/ W/ %/ %/&4/‘/ %”’/W/ W/

O, Olivn, Urdlos, Cftnss, Cfr, Cotr, Cytn
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30 )AA - & Vo r0e

As we have already seen with the letter “O”, begin with a fine angle of incline.
Following the small enclosed loop, take the stroke closely down to the baseline. This
is followed by a small upward arc to the mean line.

Exercise: row 1 % /A 2. Copy all of the

words

Ad wd ad ad @i aid ad ad

31)G- ¢/ Julls

Attention: The letter “G” starts in the same way as the uppercase “A”. The downstroke
is taken down at a close angle to the descender line, the lower loop crosses the
baseline as is the case with the lowercase letters.

Exercise: row 1 % 2. Copy all of the words

9999999999999 9999S

2)Q- ¢ i iy

This letter is very easy to write. It also starts the same way as the upper case “A”.
Small enclosed loop. A straight downstroke, which ends right on the descender line.
Always directly connect the letter “u” on the baseline.

Do not forget the “U” curve!

Exercise: row 1 % 2. Copy all of the words
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BYUU-Z 7 U sirrce

Beginning like a question mark, the letter “U” starts at the ascender line and is taken
down to the baseline. Close to the first downstroke, the upstroke is taken to the
ascender line. Small enclosed loop. From this point, the downstroke, like with the
letter “A” is drawn close to the upstroke and straight to the baseline. A small upward
tail. You can see three oblique strokes running nearly parallel to each other.

Exercise: row 1 % A 2. Copy all of the words

W/ W/ MMW/ %Wkﬂ’/ﬂ/ %/ %/%
Ufill, Unenil, Unglisnl, Unsoald, Undnil

,LJ,T /4 7/

34)1-J Lyal

In this case, the letter begins on the ascender line with a so-called "swash". It ends on
the baseline in a sweeping arc that is taken to the left. The next letter commences on
the baseline.

Exercise: row 1 (7 2. Copy all of the words

JIIIIIIIIIIIIIIT T IS
Difulld, Diitovat, Dbsal, Dmgent, Jutel,
Tdiflvin, Dupusminsin, Wolatios, Diuiboun

35)J- Sl

Starting with a swash that is placed on the ascender line, take a neat, but very straight
stroke diagonally down to the descender line; from this position form a loop that rises
back to the baseline. The letter is finished with a small enclosed loop.

Exercise: row 1 ; 2. Copy all of the words

PSS ST S AT
S, s, fagen, pigend, piifl, jo,
Slol, Jrrronlun, fifliy, frogn, palerifin
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36.)T -7/ ok

The swash is placed on the ascender line, which is followed by a diagonal down
stroke; the down stroke finishes neatly on the baseline. Place a small enclosed loop
between the baseline and the mean line. The next letter commences at the enclosed
loop.

Exercise: row 1 Z 2. Copy all of the words

LLLLLLLLLL LIS

SSM,N,StR 7 X, X X

37)S-7° A

This letter begins with a curved upstroke just below the ascender line, which is then
taken as a clockwise hairline loop down to the baseline and back up to the ascender
line. The letter is finished with a small tick-like symbol. The next letter always starts
on the baseline. Attention: do not make the loop too wide, and not too close together!

Exercise: row 1 ZV 2. Copy all of the words

TITTTITITITITITITITITITITITITITITITITITT
38)M - Drid

You begin this letter the same way as the letter “S”; however, you write two large
loops in a row. Add the tick-like symbol to the second loop. Following this, take the
downstroke close to the baseline and finish off with a small upward arc.

Exercise: row 1 % 2. Copy all of the words

I T

Wlvnr, Woss, Dastf, Docftor, Wit Pers
Wsit, Wirsiftnr, Woagyn, Pnloisn, Pntall
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39.)N-Z Heod

You begin this letter the same way as the letter “S”, then you connect the tick, which
is followed by the down stroke - this should be close to the other stroke and taken
straight down to the baseline. Finish with a small upward swash.

Exercise: row 1 QZ 2. Copy all of the words

VNN YYYEEYEYYEY X

Worifun, Wetios, Nerwagar, Nuifuit, Notiy
40.)St- H T e’ L = H s0in I/

The letter “St” in the old German “Kurrent” script is an exception. You will see that
two capital letters are placed one after the other. You have to look at the letters
closely.

Do not confuse: % - %

First, write a capital “S”, beginning on the ascender line with the “T” swash.

Exercise: row 1 % QZ 2.

VA A A A A A A A &Y A A A i
Well, ek, Wintsl, et Wrisosss, Wuire, Wosl
Wolln, Hiiriss, Wi Hivrisin, Wivss, Wasine,
Waiosl = Walsl — Wk — Kkl Wil — Wil

11)R-Z (7" R Het?

When you have written the capital “S” — without a tick-like symbol — one writes the
“R” arc in one single stroke which nearly reaches the mean line. Following this, you
connect it with a small enclosed loop and finally end the “R” on the baseline with a
small upward swash.

Copy all of the words

Exercise: row 1 % 2. Copy all of the words

RRARRRRRRRRRRARRR R
R, Refors, Buitins, Bif), Bets, Reii,
Reciions, Reto, Raite, Risflun, Riiion, Kuiss
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LLBBHE- & £ £ &

2L - R

This letter, which resembles the Latin letter “L”, is very easy to write. The upper part
should be executed with energy and then taken to the baseline where it is finished off
with a small left loop that curves slightly upwards.

Exercise: row 1 o% 2. Copy all of the words

LSS LSS LSS LSS LSS LSL L L

M%/WLWM/%/M
43.)B - &£ Fovni

The letter “B” should be considered carefully. It is written like an “L”; however, it

features a small “belly” with an enclosed loop, as is the case with the lower case letter
‘Eb,,.

Exercise: row 1 o% g o% f 2. Copy all of the words

Ll FLE Ll LE FLELELE FLE

44)H - £ Fecfr

This letter will take some getting used to. You need to write it in three stages:

1. Create an upper loop by going swiftly between the ascender line and the mean line
and take this to the baseline. Take the nib from the paper.

2. Enclosed loop. Take the nib from the paper.

3. Take an arc from the enclosed loop to the mean line and finish with a descender
stem loop as like with the letter “g”.

Exercise: row 1 % in three parts 2. Copy all of the words

AR A S A A a4
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45)E - ¢ ol

The letter “E” begins like the letter “H”. Following the upper loop, take the
downstroke to the descender line and finish this stroke with a beautifully curled, right
swash. Just above the baseline, place a slightly curved horizontal line, which is used to
connect subsequent letters.

Exercise: row 1 é/ﬂ 2. Copy all of the words

FEFPEFEEEEEEEEEE

v,w,v%%?

46.)V - 7/ VA wr

The letter “V” begins with a “walking stick”, which is taken from the ascender line to
the baseline. This walking stick sometimes begins slightly below the ascender line. An
enclosed loop is then attached at the baseline (as is the case with the lower case letter
“r”). Now create a stroke, which resembles an inverted “O”, up to the ascender line
and back down to the baseline. It is from here that you can continue writing
subsequent letters.

Exercise: row 1 % 2. Copy all of the words

v v vyvevevevvvyyyyy
Vo, 2ans, Vinf, Vognl, Velriznni, 1l
Vnanise, 1ildass, Vatorivirn, Vnanin, 1illa
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ATYW - 7 vz2z4

Start this letter as you did with the upper case “S”, without a tick-like symbol - then
take the downstroke, like a walking stick, to the baseline. Place an enclosed loop.
Attach an inverted “O”, and take this to the baseline.

Following this, attach the letter “V”. Please note from the examples that the so-called
walking stick can be longer or shorter. Continue from the baseline.

Exercise: row 1 % 2. Copy all of the words

/A A A A A A A A A
%M %M/ %W/ %/a?/ﬂ/ %/M%/ %M/

8)Y -7 Py

You begin this letter like with the letter “VV’: take the walking stick from the ascender
line to the baseline, place an enclosed loop, then take the upstroke - parallel to the
downstroke - up to the ascender line, arc to the right. Now take the down stroke from
the ascender line to the descender line and draw a descender stem loop - like with the

[Pl

letter “g”.
Exercise: row 1 % 2. Copy all of the words

799777777777
Dogar, Dictluns? Youd' Yillons, Yior
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49.-1)P -7 il
49.-2) P -7 Do

The letter “P” begins with a “walking stick” which is taken from the ascender line to
the descender line, where the inclined stroke ends. Do not curve the long stroke!
Connect a large “2” to the walking stick and finish off with an enclosed loop on the
baseline.

A second type is possible. This begins with a swash like with the letters “1”, “J” and

“T”. The down stroke is also taken straight down to the descender line. A generously
sized “2” with an enclosed loop should follow this.

Exercise: row 1 /? ? 2. Copy all of the words

PP PZPPIP PP PP T/

C,K,-L 2

50.)C- £~ Li four

The letter “C” begins on the ascender line. A slightly curved line is then taken to the
baseline. Pay attention to the angle of incline of the letter! An enclosed loop is
attached to the left side. The letter ends with a small swash on the baseline. It is only at
this point that a small tick is placed on the upper part of the letter.

Exercise: row 1 £ % 2. Copy all of the words

VN - A A A S
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51)K - & Lty

As is the case with the letter “C”, this letter begins on the ascender line. The stroke is
then taken down to the baseline, directly followed by a left arc that goes up to between
the mean line and ascender line, which then sweeps back to the baseline. Following
this, draw a tiny enclosed loop and a small upstroke. Do not forget to connect the
small tick-like symbol on the ascender line — as is the case with the letter “C”.

Exercise: row 1 é 2. Copy all of the words

b L L L L L L L L L L LD

Disifl, Dletfe, Dullugs, Loaratts, Lonibid
52.-1)F--)%9 52.-2)F - o/ 52:3)FZ%/°

There exist several variants of the letter “F” stemming from different eras. The first
one is part of the Kurrent font I use here. You will recognize that | have mixed these
fonts because of the inaccurately written examples.

You may use all three variants of the letter “F”.

This first type starts with an energetic sweep like with the letter “L” and finishes with
a firm downstroke on the descender line. Subsequent letters are attached to the curved
horizontal stroke above the baseline. | use only this variety in my work.

The second type starts in the same way as the f - d[/ however, it is finished with a

left swash on the baseline and without an enclosed loop. Do not forget the small tick at
the top of the letter! A small horizontal dash is taken right above the mean line.
Subsequent letters are connected on the baseline.

The third type (dating back to 1814) starts on the ascender line like the letter C , and is
taken down to the descender line and finishes with a lower loop on the baseline. It is
here that you draw a small enclosed loop. Do not forget the small tick-like symbol at
the top of the letter!

Exercise: row 1 features F in various styles 2. Copy all of the words
G LS FSS S G FF
ol S, JH, ot S, foile, s

Fovse, foien, Jit, Foofe, futfo, foflon
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53.-1)D -2 %  53.-2)D - ddos

Draw a “serpentine line” between the baseline and mean line. Looking at the letter “D”
in more detail, the beginning of the letter shows an upswing and a downswing on the
baseline — this is followed by an upward stroke extending all the way to the ascender
line. It is at this point that one should draw an almost circular arc to the left — then
cross the upstroke and draw an upward swash. There are two ways to join subsequent
letters to the letters “D” and “d”.

1. One begins on the baseline. This is always correct as well as easy.

2. One takes the upper loop so far down that that you can join subsequent letters.
Single-stage letters: a, e... - will still look good. However: “endlos” (continuous)! In
order for you to be able to read the old scripts, you must always take the two styles of
the letter “D” and “d” into consideration.

Exercise: row 1 /;9 09‘ 2. Copy all of the words

20 98 L L L LA L

Suifl, Svisf) Sink, Sonf) i, G, Siien
Seefoin, Seall, Solif) Surfyivgsl, Siiatd

54)X - & Aceorva

This letter is often confused with the Latin letter “H”! As is the case with the letter
“M”, one begins below the ascender line, drawing a rightward arc, which is taken
down to the baseline where one draws a left curving stroke. This is then taken
diagonally up to ascender line forming loop. From this point, it goes back to the
baseline, like with the letter “1”, which is taken close to the first downstroke; draw the
swash on the baseline just like with the letter “I”. The intersections should be just
above the mean line.

Exercise: row 1 Zﬂ 2. Copy all of the words

XAAXALAXXAAXLAXL XXX XXX
Aavur, Aantumn, A=Eninn, A=finfuit, duapss

Lty ylogragfon (Golyffuniialisnl)
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55.) Z - 7 Y

Beginning between the ascender line and mean line, the initial stroke is a rightward
arc. One then draws a suggested small closed loop between the mean line and baseline.
This is followed by a lower loop which crosses at the baseline. Please draw a sweeping
stroke that is nicely inclined!

Exercise: row 1 ; 2. Copy all of the words

FIFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF
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The old German orthographic conventions - the special type of “s”

7.) fattheendofaword = a/)

b, 10ad, L, WS, fin, srosgans, ssontags,

L. ) f within a word and in the case of compound words

Gorit=Asin, arib=toisfusn, Quab=falin, wiib=fLufr,

bioronilins, Lob-loiifon, Sboavagurs, Litovaelfs

3) /forjoining: oﬂtwowords

Unbnid=b=30id, Uribloniobzsnitn, foitsing=b=botn
W‘K‘W/ %‘W‘K‘WM Wﬁaﬂ%/

7. j / used with genitives

Vetuns Wicks, Wllats Sarf, Yict Dunigs,

MMW st Wolitnd %W/W%f%j/

j) /%%%m/n/wmﬁm%//n/
Mt Lo svizin 8 wnnifd ot 0! "

Mob>tosi, Wars-tatk, Wab-tnl, MNob>its,

/ijlkl/&/ %/pﬁmm/ WW%/ W%
Wnb=sinr, Woit=tntn, — Winsd, #o=Lissre,
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5} %4/‘ Wgé&ﬂ 4%;/ 4&/}/,/ 4% M 4%1/»/
G wrinis 8 kS Haturs sifi!

7. j A rounded f following an apostrophe, when the letter “e” is omitted.
WJW—W%%’W/ Wer '8 a6C
Wnr 4 68 W 62 Wi %%/ 42
W '8 %%/ W '8 W/ Hind? 8 bl

Attention! Uber das=tbers, auf das=aufs, durch das= durchs, fur das= flrs

VO ffusini ifd'S, sioed Woor 325 guf'si
Vin g iifs’ Ppusssesfisiun, an frin fin iz’

When the e is omitted, an apostrophe takes its place; if ‘das’ is omitted, there is no

apostrophe replacing it. At the end, there is always f

J j Rounded 1/) used with prefixes of foreign words.

"6k, 556Cirsririnnne, n%f%mwm,
A%W//f/%ﬁw, Inborivitivat, MW,

i1 lead, Sibpsssand, Leanbyoit, E§litey,
Lt fibizitsfs fifnibotn, Uslofs, franbaddion

Attention! This is a challenging rule. One must take the origins of the particular word
into consideration. Knowledge of Latin is an advantage in this case.
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Old writing rules for the letter “3” - This should always be used in the
Kurrent script!!

When writing the letter “R3”, one should always determine if it follows a long or short
vowel.
In the case of hyphenation, if the letter “B” follows a short vowel it becomes S - S

T T fo, Dfef) Tfef e, Sef):if- o
Tf):Tofofo, Lo Difefn,  Dfuf)- D fn
Following a long vowel or diphthong the letter “R” does not change.

Joifs: e, Woin, bifione, asfioc
grafinme, geiiefinn, wisfliy, flaisfliy, geicfine

Rules for hyphenating ligatures (ligature — grouped, connected)

Ligatures are sequences of letters that are written together. In the old art of printing, such
sequences were cast together onto the old printing blocks with lead. The old rule is literally
translated to: never separate “st” because it causes pain! (Trenne nie st, denn es tut ihm weh!)
If you have installed the old German cursive or block letters on your computer, you need to
know where these ligatures are. (You will find them by using the tab: INSERT — SYMBOLS
and here you should search for the desired font, highlight the letter and press: INSERT)

You should never separate: %/ % %

For example: % éﬂﬁ%ﬂ%pﬂ/ %ﬁM}%
Y s, Rofp, foenif
W cif o, fiffos, foff

You can separate: % % %, %, éﬂ

For example:

;/pr
7 S Pefote, Difps, i
L Ll Ll Lbd 7
R N OO S
a7 Gl Gy Py
o [y Puefoyn, Lusifoyuin, Wnfye

Attention:% or ff do not exist in the Kurrent script!
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Letters are indexed under the following numbers:

a- 12, A - 30
b- 2 B -43
c- 8 C-50
d- 17, D - 53
e- 14, E - 45
f- 5 F -52
g- 19, G - 31
h- 6 H-44
i- 13, | - 34
j- 13, J - 34
k- 4, K -51
|- 1, L -42
m - 10, M - 38
n- 9, N -39
0- 11, O - 29
p- 24, P - 49
q-20,Q-32
r - 25 R-41
S -

t 3, T - 36
u - 15 U - 33
v - 26, V - 46
w - 27, W - 47
X - 23, X -54
y - 28, Y - 48
z - 21, Z -

34 A Guide to Writing the old German “Kurrent”

w, & oo wlls Bffin
b £ Cinitds SLliAddnn
o L vosra Lfisssforn

% Lg fofor Ginmmnt
L L. o Adnkn Lrsiin
we, M. .. ssznizew Moz
o, O ﬂ%ﬂ%%m

ol Bl

7822./18 S- 37//j fﬁ“ MJW

st-68t40%/2p7

- ety
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Here are the sources | used for this writing course:

Der groBe Duden, Leipzig, 11th Edition Leipzig 1934.

Harald SiR: Deutsche Schreibschrift — Lesen und Schreiben lernen [German
Handwriting — Learning to Read and Write], Munich, 2002

The fonts | used on my PC:

Delbanco Frakturschriften: DS Kurrent and others www.fraktur.com
Will Software GmbH: Medieval fonts and others www.will-software.com

Translated by hoonsh translations 2016 www.hoonsh.de
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